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One of New Mexico’s many exceptional amateur 

botanists was Thomas Kamp Todsen (1918-2010; see The 

New Mexico Botanist 53: 1-3. 2011.).  A few years ago, 

two of his field books were given to me by his son, Andy, 

with the expectation that the information therein might be 

of interest to New Mexico botanists. 

The first book, a 4 x 8 inch reporter-style notebook with 

top-coil binding, is titled on the front cover, “Botanizing 

Notebook, T.K. Todsen, 1968.”  The notebook is 

apparently missing one or more initial pages, but the 

second intact page has an unambiguous date of 16 

September 1967.  Recording ends slightly more than one 

year later on 28 September 1968.  Notes are recorded on 

only one side of each page.  This notebook will be referred 

to as FB67-68. 

The second book is a 4.5 x 7.25 inch hard-cover Transit 

Book (the cover barely attached by a few threads) with 17 

preliminary printed pages of “Improved Tables and 

Information.” It is missing the first six pages of notes 

(snipped out of the notebook), and begins with notes from 

15 September 1968, and ends on 26 July 1981.  Notes are 

recorded on both sides of each page.  This book will be 

referred to as FB68-81. 

To help in searching localities, the pages of the field 

books are indexed by county (United States) or state 

(Mexico): 

 

FB67-68 

Arizona 

Cochise Co.: 23 

New Mexico 

Bernalillo Co.: 19 

Dona Ana Co.: 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 11, 12, 18 

Grant Co.: 1, 13, 14, 17, 21 

Hidalgo Co.: 2, 16 

Lincoln Co.: 15, 20, 21 

Los Alamos Co.: 19 

Otero Co.: 14, 15 

Sierra Co.: 3, 14, 17 

Taos Co.: 19 

Texas 

El Paso Co.: 6 

 

FB68-81 

Arizona 

Cochise Co.: 16, 18, 48, 80, 83, 99 

New Mexico 

Catron Co.: 24, 44 

Colfax Co.: 44 

Dona Ana Co.: 1, 2, 4, 8, 10, 12, 14, 22, 24, 28, 30, 34, 

36, 38, 40, 42, 46, 48, 50, 52, 62, 64, 68, 70, 72, 74, 

76, 78, 86, 88, 89, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 100, 102 

Grant Co.: 12, 14, 16, 26, 28, 38, 40, 42, 44, 50, 74, 81, 

85 

Guadalupe Co.: 44 

Hidalgo Co.: 2,6, 50, 52, 76, 87, 88, 100, 104 

Lincoln Co.: 20, 22, 30, 50 

Luna Co.: 60, 84 

McKinley Co.: 32 

Otero Co.: 16, 18, 20, 22, 26, 30, 34, 36, 48, 60, 62, 74, 

141 

San Juan Co.: 68 

San Miguel Co.: 24, 26 

Sierra Co.: 26, 28, 34, 42, 44, 46, 52, 64, 89, 98, 103, 

105, 106, 107 

Socorro Co.: 72, 78 

Taos Co.: 48 

Torrance Co.: 42 

Utah 

San Juan Co.: 32 

Mexico 

Sonora: 54, 58, 60 

 

Each page of the field books that contained notes was 

scanned, and are reproduced on the following pages.  A 

page number was added in the upper corner (left or right), 

to reference the list of counties. 
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Botany is the natural science that transmits the knowledge of plants. 

— Linnaeus 


